
Highlights CDM Executive Board, 51st meeting 
 
Copenhagen, 4 December 2009 � At its last meeting of the year, the Executive Board managed to come to 
a final decision on several project cases, including 10 wind farm projects that have been the subject of 
considerable interest by clean development mechanism (CDM) stakeholders. The Board decided to reject 
the 10 projects, citing a lack of sufficient information in support of the projects� claims of additionality. 
 
Under the CDM, projects must produce emission reductions that are additional to what would have 
occurred without the project. In the case of the 10 wind projects, the Board highlighted concerns over the 
prices paid to the projects for the electricity produced. These so-called tariffs are revenue for the projects 
and, as such, factor in the financial viability of the projects, and thus the determination of additionality. 
 
The cases were of special interest to CDM stakeholders because similar questions over tariffs could be 
raised about other projects that feed electricity to a power grid. The Board stressed that wind, an 
important renewable energy source, is still eligible under the CDM and projects continue to be registered. 
 
The Board considers projects on a case-by-case basis, and the Board members restricted their 
consideration to the merits of the cases before them, according to the rules laid down by the Parties to the 
Kyoto Protocol and the Board. 
 
In other business, the Board decided to lift the suspension of designated operational entity SGS United 
Kingdom Ltd., on the recommendation of the Board�s Accreditation Panel. At its 49th meeting, the Board 
decided to suspend the certifier as a DOE for CDM until identified non-conformities with accreditation 
requirements were corrected. 
 
The Board has also published a revised, updated version of its validation and verification manual (VVM). 
VVM ver. 1.1 is annexed to the meeting report. See link below. 
 
 
For a full report of the meeting see <https://cdm.unfccc.int/EB/index.html>. For further information 
contact David Abbass <dabbass@unfccc.int>, CDM Public Information Officer, United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change secretariat, Bonn, Germany. 

 
About the Kyoto Protocol�s clean development mechanism 
The CDM allows emission-reduction projects in developing countries to earn certified emission reduction 
(CER) credits, each equivalent to one tonne of CO2. CERs can be traded and sold, and used by 
industrialized countries to meet a part of their targets under the Protocol. The CDM assists countries in 
achieving sustainable development and emission reductions, while giving industrialized countries some 
flexibility in how they meet their emission targets. 
 
 
 

CDM quick stats, 4 December 2009  

Number of projects registered  1938 

Number of projects with CERs issued  609 

CERs issued to date  355,729,933 

Projects in pipeline (Includes all projects from validation stage; includes registered projects)  > 4200 

CERs in pipeline (CERs from projects at validation stage onward, to 2012, including registered projects)  > 2,900,000,000 

Top five countries by number of projects registered  

China 677 

India 473 

Brazil 165 

https://cdm.unfccc.int/EB/index.html


Mexico 120 

Malaysia 75 

Top five countries by CERs (Expected average annual CERs from registered projects)  

China 192,940,225 

India 38,307,765 

Brazil 20,867,610 

Republic of Korea 14,865,846 

Mexico 9,385,734 

 
 


