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Methodology

Interviewing
� Data were collected via an online survey among Harris Interactive HPOL panel members from 

December 10, 2010 to January 5, 2011. 

Sample Size
� The study included a nationally representative sample of 1,483 U.S. parents of 15-19 year olds.  

The study also included oversamples in Texas (n=326) and North Carolina (n=233) as well as 

Hispanic oversamples in Texas (n=150), as well as Nationally (n=151 excluding Texas and North 

Carolina Hispanic completes). 

Weighting

� Data were weighted to be representative of the population of U.S. parents of 15-19 year olds.   

Geographic and Hispanic oversamples were put back into their true proportions within the 

population of U.S. parents of 15-19 year olds. 
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Teen Driving Costs:

Dashboard of Key Findings
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Economic Impact on Teen Driving: 

Dashboard of Key Findings
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Distracted driving, followed by costs associated with their child driving, top list of parents’

concerns. Concerns of the costs associated  with teen driving decline as youth get older
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Which of the following, if any, are you most concerned about when thinking about your child driving?
Top Responses

Q1000 - Base: All Qualified Respondents (n=1483); Arrows indicate significant differences at the 95% confidence level. 

Around one in six parents (16%)  of 15-19 

year olds, especially parents of 18 year 

olds, are not concerned with their child 

driving. 

Around one in six parents (16%)  of 15-19 

year olds, especially parents of 18 year 

olds, are not concerned with their child 

driving. 

Parents of teens who 

are not currently  

driving are more 

likely than those with 

teen drivers to be 

concerned about the 

costs associated with 

their child driving 

(35% vs. 27%).  

Also, parents who 

have or will delay 

their child to drive 

are more likely than 

others to be 

concerned about the 

costs associated with 

their child driving 

(44% vs. 28%).



Auto insurance costs top the list of parents’ concerns when thinking 

about the costs associated with teen driving
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Q840 - Base: All Qualified Respondents (n=1483); Q845 - Base: Concerned With Costs Associated with Child Driving (n=1237) 

Thinking about all of the costs that are associated with your child driving, which of the 
following costs, if any, concern you?

Top Responses



Average costs for teen driving tops over $3,000 each year, 

with Texas costs significantly higher than other locations
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Q900 - Base: Parent of Teen Driver (n=858); Arrows indicate significant differences at the 95% confidence level. 

Annual  Average Driving Costs  for Teen Driver 



Parents most likely to pay for child’s auto expenses; as child gets 

older their responsibility for own expenses increases
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Q905 - Base: All Qualified Respondents (n=1483) 

When thinking about all of the costs associated with your child’s driving, who pays for these 
expenses/when your child is allowed to drive who will pay for these expenses?
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Q910 - Base: Parents of Drivers Who Spend Money on Items and Will Share Expenses With Child , Parents of Non-Drivers Who Will Share Expenses With Child  - Floating Base

For each of the following driving expenses, please tell us what proportion of the annual costs, 
associated with your child’s driving, you personally pay for/will pay for when your child is allowed to drive.

Among Parents Who Will Share Expenses With Child

Other than gasoline costs, parents who share auto expenses with teen 

actually pay for majority of child’s driving expenses
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Q910 - Base: Rebased Among Parents of Drivers Who Spend Money on Items, or Parents of Non-Drivers Who Say That Parent, Child, or Parent and Child Will Share Expenses

For each of the following driving expenses, please tell us what proportion of the annual costs, 
associated with your child’s driving, you personally pay for/will pay for when your child is allowed to drive.

Among All Parents

Overall, parents pay or plan to pay for the majority of child’s driving 

expenses



The majority of teens are insured under parent’s auto insurance policy.  As youth 

get older they are more likely to get their own auto insurance

11
Q925 - Base: Parent of Teen Driver (n=858)

Which of the following best describes how your child is insured for auto insurance?



On average, adding children to policies increases auto insurance costs, 

especially in North Carolina and Texas
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Q930 - Base: Child Insured on Parent’s Auto Insurance (n=607); Arrows indicate significant differences at the 95% confidence level. 

How much did your annual auto insurance increase when you began insuring your child?

Average Shown



One-third of teen drivers have been forced to get job to pay for 

driving expenses, making having a car even more important
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Q927 - Base: Child is Driver (n=858); Q928 - Base: Child Forced to Get Job  for Driving Expenses Given Economic Downturn (n=299)

Has your child been forced to get a job to pay for driving 

expenses as a result of the economic downturn?

Has this made having access to a car even more
important for your child?

Parents with an annual household income under 

$75,000 (42% among less than $35K, 39% among 

$35K-less than $75K) are more likely than others 

(27%) to say that their child has been forced to get 

a job to pay for driving expenses as a result of the 

economic downturn. 



Four in ten parents have child with a driver’s license.  Not 

surprising, likelihood to have a driver’s license increases with age
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Driving Status of 15-19 Year Old Child

Q802 - Base: All Qualified Respondents (n=1483), Q810 - Base: Child has Driver’s License (n=662); Arrows indicate significant differences at the 95% confidence level. 

Parents of 15-19 year 

olds with driver’s 

licenses say that their 

child obtained their 

license, on average, 

around the age of 16. 15% are currently 

driving, 5% are not

40% are currently 

driving, 3% are 

not


