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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT

Jeffrey Pearlman, through his counsel, respectfully submits this memorandum in aid of 

mitigation at sentencing, which is currently scheduled before Your Honor on December 2, 2020.  

Mr. Pearlman respectfully requests that the Court grant him a downward departure due to his 

extensive cooperation with law enforcement, as well as a downward variance from the otherwise 

applicable sentencing guidelines range, to impose a sentence of probation.  Such a sentence is 

sufficient but not greater than necessary to achieve the statutory purposes of sentencing when 

considering all of the applicable factors under 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a).  Specifically: (1) Mr. Pearlman 

has accepted responsibility for his actions and cooperated extensively with law enforcement in 

multiple jurisdictions, including testifying at two trials; (2) Mr. Pearlman, who had once been 

addicted to dangerous levels of prescribed opioids, went through the extremely difficult and 

painful process of ridding his body of any opioids to a point that today he is on no pain medication 

at all, demonstrating his character and commitment to changing his life for the better; (3) since his 

arrest, Mr. Pearlman has demonstrated that he will be a productive member of society by securing 

employment, taking roles of responsibility in his community and doing charity work; and (4) a 

sentence of probation is consistent with sentences received by similarly situated offenders.  In 

short, if Mr. Pearlman earns the opportunity, he will remain a contributing member of society who 

is dedicated to changing his life for the better.   

For the reasons stated below, we respectfully request that the Court depart downward from 

the guidelines range for Mr. Pearlman’s cooperation, and impose a non-guidelines sentence of 

probation.     

I. PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

On August 8, 2018, pursuant to the terms of a plea agreement, Mr. Pearlman entered a 

guilty plea to a single-count indictment, charging him with conspiracy to defraud the United States, 
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in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 371, by participating in a kickback scheme to induce medical 

professionals into writing prescriptions for the pharmaceutical drug Subsys.  That crime carries a 

statutory maximum term of five years imprisonment.  More specifically, Mr. Pearlman admitted 

that he knowingly entered into an agreement with others to induce medical professionals into 

writing prescriptions for the pharmaceutical drug Subsys through “speaker programs,” which were 

held out to be educational presentations, but in reality were meant solely to induce medical 

professionals into writing prescriptions for Subsys.  

The presentence report in this case calculates a base offense level of 22 under U.S.S.G. 

§ 2B1.1(a), based on a loss to the government of $1,609,041.  That level was increased by two-

points because of Mr. Pearlman’s role as a sales manager.  After taking into account Mr. 

Pearlman’s acceptance of responsibility, the total offense level is 21.  Because Mr. Pearlman has 

no criminal history, the resulting Sentencing Guidelines Range is 37 to 46 months.         

II. THE COURT SHOULD IMPOSE A NON-GUIDELINES SENTENCE OF 
PROBATION ON MR. PEARLMAN 

Jeffrey Pearlman is an ideal candidate for a sentence of probation.  Although he fully 

acknowledges the seriousness of his offense, a sentence of probation is warranted when weighed 

against the totality of his life, his perseverance in ridding himself of addictive opioids, his extensive 

cooperation with the government, and his post-plea actions, which demonstrate both his sincere 

contrition and his dedication to turning his life around and becoming a contributing member of 

society.  For the reasons described more fully below, we respectfully submit that a sentence of 

probation would best serve the interests of justice and comport with all of the factors under 18 

U.S.C. § 3553(a).   
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A. Mr. Pearlman’s Role in the Offense 

 Insys Therapeutics is a now-bankrupt pharmaceutical company that developed and sold a 

sublingual fentanyl spray called Subsys.  In order to market the drug, in approximately March 

2012, high-level executives at Insys created a marketing program called the “speaker program,” 

which had the purported purpose of educating doctors and medical providers about Subsys, but in 

reality was used to provide kickbacks to providers to induce them to prescribe Subsys.  Docket 

Entry No. 169, Final Presentence Investigation Report (“PSR”) ¶¶ 9-12. 

At the time Insys created the speaker program, Mr. Pearlman was working at Beital’s 

Exotic Aquariums selling custom glass fish tanks and tropical fish to clients.  PSR ¶ 73.  He 

obtained a job with Insys in approximately August 2012, at which time he was trained on, and 

participated in, using the speaker programs to provide incentives to doctors to prescribe Subsys.  

PSR ¶ 15.  At the same time Mr. Pearlman was selling Subsys, Insys was also supplying it to Mr. 

Pearlman to control his own chronic pain.  PSR ¶ 57.  When he joined Insys, Mr. Pearlman was 

suffering from severe and constant back pain for which he was subscribed powerful opioids, and 

the pain only increased at Insys because he spent much of his time traveling to the point that he 

was taking incredibly high levels of opioids “around the clock.”  PSR ¶ 57.  Because Subsys was 

a sublingual spray, it provided immediate and powerful relief for Mr. Pearlman’s pain, although it 

had serious, detrimental effects on his health and only heightened Mr. Pearlman’s addiction to pain 

medications.  Subsys was also incredibly expensive, and it was only because Insys provided it to 

him at a great discount that he was able to use it.  In approximately February 2013, Mr. Pearlman 

was promoted to the position of sales manager, working in this capacity until approximately 

November of 2015.  PSR ¶ 10.   
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B.   The Court Should Depart Downward From The Applicable Guidelines Due 
To Mr. Pearlman’s Extensive Cooperation 
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Mr. Pearlman expects the government to make a motion for a downward departure at his 

sentencing hearing pursuant to U.S.S.G. § 5K1.1.  In assessing the length of a sentence reduction 

under § 5K1.1, the Sentencing Guidelines state that a court should consider: (1) the significance 

and usefulness of the defendant’s cooperation; (2) the truthfulness and reliability of the information 

provided; (3) the nature and extent of the defendant’s assistance; (4) any risk of injury to the 

defendant resulting from his assistance; and (5) the timeliness of the defendant’s cooperation.  

U.S.S.G. § 5K1.1.  As set forth in detail above, Mr. Pearlman’s cooperation was timely and 

extensive.  He met with agents in multiple jurisdictions over a period of years in order to assist the 

government.  The information he provided and testimony he gave was reliable and truthful.  Due 

in part to his cooperation, multiple medical providers and numerous employees and officers at 
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Insys were charged and/or convicted of participating in the speaker program kickback scheme.  

The factors under § 5K1.1 warrant a significant reduction in the applicable Sentencing Guidelines.   

C.   The Factors Under 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a) Counsel For A Non-Guidelines Sentence 

An application of the sentencing factors enumerated under Title 18, Section 3553(a) also 

support a sentence of probation for Mr. Pearlman.  As this Court is well aware, since the United 

States Supreme Court’s holding in United States v. Booker, 543 U.S. 220 (2005), rendering the 

Sentencing Guidelines advisory, courts have been vested with a great deal of discretion in 

sentencing defendants.  See Gall v. United States, 552 U.S. 38, 51 (2007); see also United States 

v. Cavera, 550 F.3d 180, 189 (2d Cir. 2008).  In particular, whereas courts used to be bound by 

rigid mathematical formulations that gave little consideration to particular defendants as 

individuals, judges are now directed to consider the following seven factors in determining the 

minimally sufficient sentence: (1) the nature and circumstances of the offense coupled with the 

defendant’s history and characteristics; (2) the need for the sentence imposed to meet the remedial 

goals of sentencing; (3) the kinds of sentences available to the court; (4) the Guidelines range; (5) 

any pertinent Sentencing Commission policy statement; (6) the need to avoid unwarranted 

sentencing disparities among defendants with similar records and for similar conduct; and (7) the 

need to provide restitution to the victims of the offense.  See 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a).   

In the post-Booker era, therefore, “the sentencing judge should decide, after considering 

the Guidelines and all the other factors set forth in section 3553(a), whether (i) to impose the 

sentence that would have been imposed under the Guidelines . . . or (ii) to impose a non-Guidelines 

sentence.”  United States v. Crosby, 397 F.3d 103, 113 (2d Cir. 2005); see also United States v. 

Jones, 531 F.3d 163, 170 (2d Cir. 2008) (stating that “while a sentencing court is statutorily obliged 

to give fair consideration to the Guidelines before imposing sentence . . . in the end, it must make 
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an individualized assessment of the sentence warranted by § 3553(a) based on the facts 

presented.”) (quotations and citations omitted).  Within this legal framework, Mr. Pearlman 

respectfully requests that the Court consider the following factors which independently, and in 

concert, justify a non-custodial sentence below the otherwise applicable guideline range. 

1) Mr. Pearlman’s Personal History and Characteristics Warrant a Non-Guidelines 
Sentence 

The collection of letters submitted to the Court on Mr. Pearlman’s behalf speak to his 

character and commitment to his family, and evidence his genuine efforts to change his life in a 

positive manner.  See Letters Submitted on Mr. Pearlman’s Behalf (attached as Exhibits 1 through 

6).  Multiple letters describe his commitment to his family.  Mr. Pearlman’s cousin, Carole 

Somerville, writes that he never misses family occasions and “constantly put[s] others first, often 

neglecting his own needs for that of our family.”  Ex. 1.  Ms. Somerville describes how Mr. 

Pearlman ensures his family is “safe, secure, and happy” and “drop[s] whatever he needed for all 

others, our family.”  Id.  Mr. Pearlman’s sister, Julie Pearlman Schatz, echoes these sentiments: 

“First, I feel the most important thing I can say about Jeff is that he puts family above all else.  He 

drops anything on a dime to help all of us when necessary.”  Ex. 2.  Both Mr. Pearlman’s cousin 

and sister specifically recount how Mr. Pearlman took charge of caring for their family at a young 

age when his father became terminally ill and passed away:  “[H]e took on a significant burden 

when our father became terminally ill.  He moved home and was there to support both my mother 

and my father until his death.  This was no small feat for a young man in his early twenties and 

definitely took a toll on him personally.”  Ex 2; see also PSR ¶ 49 (recounting that after college 

Mr. Pearlman moved back home because “his father was very sick at this time and he essentially 

watched his father wither away”).   
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In addition to his love for his family, Mr. Pearlman has demonstrated his commitment to 

turning around his life and earning back the trust of people in his community.  As noted in the 

PSR, although Mr. Pearlman understandably had a difficult time securing employment 

immediately following his arrest, in 2018 he was rehired at Beital’s Exotic Aquariums.  PSR ¶ 70.  

The owner of Beital’s, Craig Beital, wrote a letter of support for Mr. Pearlman in which he stated 

that, notwithstanding Mr. Pearlman’s arrest, he “trust[ed] Jeff enough to have hired him back and 

. . . once again have him running my operations on a daily basis and there is no one I trust more . 

. . other than my wife.”  Ex. 3.  Mr. Beital relates that in his 30 years of owning his business, Mr. 

Pearlman has been one of the best workers he has ever had.  Id.  Mr. Beital even “offered to close 

up the business for the day of [Mr. Pearlman’s] sentencing and risk Covid-19 exposure to show up 

in person if there is anything more [he could] say or do by being there.”  Id.  Similarly, Michele 

Lombardi-Younes, who works with Mr. Pearlman in his Homeowners Association, writes that, 

after she encouraged Mr. Pearlman to run for the board, he “was immediately upfront and 

transparent about his legal troubles and expressed his eagerness to give back and get back on the 

right track.”  Ex. 4.  Ms. Lombardi-Younes writes that Mr. Pearlman has “dedicated numerous 

hours to help enhance the community and assure that the residents are enjoying the amenities of 

the community, all while maintaining home values.”  Id.  Finally, despite his precarious financial 

situation, Mr. Pearlman takes days off work to help a much needed charitable organization – Meals 

on Wheels.  The Executive Director of Meals on Wheels in North Jersey, Jeanne Martin, wrote a 

letter of support wherein she describes how Mr. Pearlman has donated his time and delivered meals 

for the elderly for several years.  Ex. 5.  Ms. Martin notes that the clients appreciate the time Mr. 

Pearlman spends with them and that she appreciates Mr. Pearlman’s “willing heart and hands.”  
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Id.  These letters of support evidence Mr. Pearlman’s commitment to his family and his sincere 

efforts to put his life back on the right track and be a productive member of society.     

Further evidence of Mr. Pearlman’s dedication to changing himself for the better lies in his 

successful efforts to end his addiction to opioids, which was fueled by Insys itself.  As noted in the 

PSR, Mr. Pearlman has for years suffered from a number of chronic medical conditions causing 

him pain, which likely stemmed from a severe spinal injury that was caused by a car accident over 

20 years ago.  PSR ¶ 56.  Unfortunately at that time, his doctors began prescribing him increasingly 

larger amounts of opioids.  Mr. Pearlman was prescribed an incredibly large amount of opioids by 

his doctors including a Butran skin patch (which contains topical opioids), Oxycontin, Oxycodone, 

and ultimately Subsys when Insys gave it to him at an extreme discount.  He took these medications 

“around the clock” even though they were having negative effects on his health such as him losing 

six teeth.  Id.  In the summer of 2016, however, he decided he had enough and resolved to change 

his life, making the decision to remove these destructive opioids from his body. 

During July and August of 2016, with guidance from a pain doctor, Mr. Pearlman broke 

his body’s reliance on opioids.  The detoxification process began with a course of the drug 

Suboxone and eventually led to complete opioid withdrawal.  During this time Mr. Pearlman 

barely slept and endured periods of intense pain.  He suffered from anxiety and depression amongst 

a host of physical ailments while his body fought to end its dependence on opioid-based pain 

killers.  These symptoms lasted for over a month, which Mr. Pearlman describes as a “full month 

of horror.”  PSR ¶ 58.   

To help him with the withdrawal and manage his pain, his doctor, Brandon Howard MD,  

prescribed him medical marijuana (which he ultimately had to discontinue while on bail in this 

case).  His doctor writes that Mr. Pearlman not only courageously broke his addiction to opioids, 

Case 3:17-cr-00027-JBA   Document 175   Filed 11/12/20   Page 10 of 15



10 

but may have helped bring about change in the medical marijuana program that aided other patients 

who were addicted to opioids or other drugs: 

[Mr. Pearlman] was referred to me by his Pain Management 
physician for an alternative to standard narcotics because he no 
longer wants to be dependent on them and he does not like the side 
effects.  He was the first patient I have met that approached me with 
a plan to get clean.  And he was the first patient I have known that 
was successful breaking dependency on narcotics with the aid of 
medicinal marijuana. . . . As a result of his efforts, I wrote to the 
MMP [Medical Marijuana Program] in NJ about the potential use of 
MM as a treatment for narcotic dependence in other patients.  It was 
about a year later that narcotic dependence was added as an 
indication for getting into the MM program.  Since then I have had 
many other patients successfully get off opioids. 

Ex. 6.  Dr. Howard ends his letter by noting that “Mr. Pearlman has shown great character in his 

efforts to improve his life by suffering through the side effects of narcotics withdrawal and . . . 

was instrumental in helping others like him heal themselves of this terrible affliction which 

destroys lives . . . .”  Id.  These letters demonstrate Mr. Pearlman’s commitment to his family, and 

his efforts to earn the trust back of his community and better himself. 

2.     A Non-Guidelines Sentence Would Afford Adequate Specific And General 
Deterrence 

A sentence of probation would also serve the goals of both specific and general deterrence.  

First, as to specific deterrence, Mr. Pearlman has already personally suffered as a result of his 

unlawful conduct.  He was fired by his employer, remained out of work for an extended period of 

time, and it was only due to his commitment to turn his life around that he is now employed.  As 

the annexed letters of support show, he has had to explain his conduct to family members, 

community organizations, his employer, and others.  His prosecution was also widely reported in 

the national news and will be the subject of any future job interview or relationship.  As to general 

deterrence, the founder, executives, managers, and sales representatives at Insys, as well as the 

doctors who accepted kickbacks for prescribing Subsys, have been prosecuted around the country, 
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garnering massive press coverage and resulting in multiple class actions.  Investigations into Insys 

itself led it to pay hundreds of millions of dollars in order to resolve criminal and civil charges 

leading to it filing for bankruptcy.  The extent of the opioid epidemic has entered the national 

consciousness and the public has seen the consequences and penalties of a drug company paying 

kickbacks to doctors.  There would be no additional deterrence achieved by sentencing Mr. 

Pearlman to a term of imprisonment.         

3. A Non-Guidelines Sentence Would Be Appropriate When Considering the 
Sentences Given to Similarly Situated Defendants

This Court should also grant a downward variance to a non-custodial sentence to avoid 

unwarranted sentence disparities when considering the sentences given to other individuals 

working at Insys and the doctors who accepted kickbacks for prescribing Subsys to their patients.  

See 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)(6) (providing that in determining the appropriate sentence, courts shall 

consider “the need to avoid unwarranted sentence disparities among defendants with similar 

records who have been found guilty of similar conduct”).

Most notably, in this District sentences of probation were given to sales representative 

Natalie Levine who ran speaker programs for Insys in Connecticut and other territories, and 

registered nurse Heather Alfonso who accepted kickbacks in return for writing Subsys 

prescriptions.  Ms. Levine was responsible for over $3.2 million in Subsys prescriptions, and Ms. 

Alfonso for over $2.5 million.   

Moreover, high-level executives at Insys who pled guilty or even went to trial received 

sentences of imprisonment of less than three years with the exception of the founder of Insys, John 

Kapoor.  Executives Babich, Burlakoff, Gurry, and Simon received between 26 and 30 months’ 

imprisonment; sales manager Sunrise Lee received only a year; and even the founder of Insys and 

creator of the speaker programs, John Kapoor, received a sentence of only 66 months.  These 

Case 3:17-cr-00027-JBA   Document 175   Filed 11/12/20   Page 12 of 15



12 

individuals held significantly higher management positions, were far more culpable in creating 

and furthering the speaker program, and many never accepted responsibility for their actions or 

cooperated like Mr. Pearlman did over a period of years.  A sentence of probation would 

appropriately recognize Mr. Pearlman’s lesser role in the kickback scheme as well as his 

cooperation which assisted authorities in charging and convicting all of these individuals.   

4. A Sentence of Probation Would Be Sufficient, But Not Greater Than Necessary, 
When Taking Into Account The Dangers of Incarceration Due to COVID-19 

Finally, a sentence of probation would be appropriate when taking into account the dangers 

of incarceration due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  As Your Honor is aware, federal prisons have 

been hit particularly hard by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Bureau of Prisons has reported that 

as of November 4th, 2020, over 18,000 inmates and over 2,300 staff have tested positive for 

COVID-19, which has resulted in 130 federal inmate deaths and 2 staff deaths.  Covid-19 Cases, 

www.bop.gov/coronavirus.  Prisoners are especially at risk of contracting COVID-19 because 

preventative measures such as social distancing are not possible in the crowded confines of 

underfunded federal correctional facilities.  See, e.g., W. Palvo, “Prison” Is an Underlying 

Condition, Forbes (Apr. 9, 2020).  On April 3rd, Attorney General Barr ordered federal prison 

officials to speed the release of “vulnerable inmates” from federal institutions fighting major 

coronavirus outbreaks.  According to the Bureau of Prisons, approximately 7,000 inmates have 

been released in accordance with Attorney General Barr’s order.  See J. Wm. Moyer and N. Satija,

Frail Inmates Could Be Sent Home to Prevent the Spread of COVID-19.  Instead Some Are Dying 

in Federal Prisons, Washington Post (Aug. 3, 2020).  Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic is 

worsening with cases spiking and, as of this writing, surpassing 130,000 cases in one.  N. Higgins-

Dunn, U.S. Reports Second-Highest Number of Covid Cases on Election Day as Scientists Warn 

of a Dangerous Winter, CNBC (Nov. 4, 2020); Coronavirus Cases, The Washington Post, last 
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accessed November 11, 2020.  The coming winter has been called “difficult [and] dangerous,” id., 

experts have warned we are in for “a whole lot of hurt,” and the Bureau of Prisons is already 

overtaxed.  J. Dawsey and Y. Abutaleb, ‘A Whole Lot of Hurt’: Fauci Warns of Covid-19 Surge, 

The Washington Post (Oct. 31, 2020).  Any sentence of incarceration would pose grave risks to 

Mr. Pearlman’s health and would be “greater than necessary” to serve the purposes of § 3553(a).    

CONCLUSION 

Thus, for the reasons set forth above, Mr. Pearlman respectfully requests that this Court 

depart downward form the sentencing guidelines calculation in recognition of his cooperation, and 

further vary from the guidelines range to a sentence of probation.  Mr. Pearlman has accepted 

responsibility for his crime and has made great efforts to turn his life around by cooperating with 

authorities, ridding himself of an opioid addiction, and bettering his life.  If given a sentence of 

probation, Mr. Pearlman will continue to work hard and ensure that he does not violate the trust of 

this Court, his family, or his community.     

Dated: November 12, 2020 Respectfully submitted,  

KATTEN MUCHIN ROSENMAN LLP 

By: /s/  Scott Resnik                        

Scott Resnik 
Michael M. Rosensaft 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
(212) 940-6631 
scott.resnik@kattenlaw.com 
michael.rosensaft@kattenlaw.com 

ATTORNEYS FOR JEFFREY PEARLMAN 
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CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that on November 12, 2020, a copy of the foregoing was filed electronically 

and will be served by mail on anyone unable to accept electronic filing.  Notice of this filing will 

be sent by e-mail to all parties by operation of the Court’s electronic filing system or by mail to 

anyone unable to accept electronic filing as indicated on the Notice of Electronic filing.  Parties 

may access this filing through the Court’s CM/ECF System. 

/s/  Scott Resnik 
Scott A. Resnik 
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October 12, 2020 

To Whom This May Concern, 

I am writing at the request of my cousin, Jeffrey Pearlman, whom I have known 

for a lifetime.  He may be my cousin, but as a close family with a unique situation 

he has always been a brother to me.   

Jeffrey is someone who I trust, rely on, and have called upon at various times in 

my life, our life as family together.  He has never missed an occasion, and he 

consistently put others first, often neglecting his own needs for that of our family.  

When his dad was ill it was, he who quit a job, moved home in his 20’s to give his 

dad the help, support and love he needed at the end of his life.  This decision was 

painful, but Jeff did what he believed was needed. This is who he is.  When my 

children were born, he was there to welcome them. He was Uncle Jeff the one 

who made sure they were safe, secure, and happy. When they were growing up, 

his help was often called upon.  Family support is vital when all work and all are 

busy, he never said no.  The word is not in his vocabulary.  He dropped whatever 

he needed for all others, our family.  When Jeff determined it was time to share 

his involvement with Insys Therapeutics with his niece and nephew, he did this.  

He wanted the time with them for all questions to be asked, all concerns 

addressed.  He would not permit me to do this, as he said he needed to be 

responsible to them, that this was life.  Jeff is honorable in this way and he has 

taught others throughout his lifetime that responsibility matters.  Mistakes are 

made, how we respond to them is often of great importance and value.   

Jeff is my cousin, yes, I am biased because we are family.  However, I do know he 

is a terrific person, loving, caring, and always concerned for others.  He has many 

whom respect him, and this has been earned by him being him. 

Thank you for allowing me to let you know that Jeffrey Pearlman is a good man, 

one I am proud to call family.  Should you require additional information please 

do not hesitate to call me 201-458-4598. 

Respectfully, 

Carol Somerville 

9 Tenafly Road, Tenafly, New Jersey 07670 
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Michele Lombardi-Younes 
2 Rock Ledge 

Oakland, NJ  07436 
201-376-4157 

mlyounes@aol.com 
 

 

 

October 6, 2020 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Michele Lombardi-Younes and I have had the pleasure of working with Mr. Jeffrey 
Pearlman for the last 5 years as a member of the Ramapo River Reserve Homeowners 
Association Board of Trustees.  After meeting and interacting with Jeff, I encouraged him to run 
for the Board.  Jeff was immediately upfront and transparent about his legal troubles and 
expressed his eagerness to give back and get back on the right track.  I believe everyone is 
entitled to a second chance and as President of the Association, I nominated Jeff as Vice 
President. I knew in my absence, he would be the individual that I would have complete 
confidence and trust in, to make the right and tough decisions. There is no one I would rather 
work with that an individual like Jeff who has a strong business sense, a strong moral compass 
and the tenacity to get the job done and done fairly at a minimum cost to the Association.   

Jeff and I work with a team of three other professionals.  We all volunteer our time and he is 
currently the Landscape Committee Chairperson.  For the last several years he has dedicated 
numerous hours to help enhance the community and assure that the residents are enjoying the 
amenities of the community, all while maintaining home values.  Jeff has orchestrated nature 
walks along the trails throughout the community, and as an avid dog lover, has encouraged 
others to bring their pets along.   

I have attended many social functions and town hall meetings with Jeff.  His ability to offer 
insight and perspective has been well received by many residents and town officials.   

Please accept this character letter as my way to support Jeff as he has done for so many.  Jeff is a 
true friend and respected colleague. I hope after reading this letter, I was able to share with you a 
small part of what a wonderful and genuine person Jeff is.    

 

Sincerely, 

Michele L Younes 
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100 Madison Avenue, Suite 3 • Westwood, NJ 07675 
(201) 358-0050 • Fax: (201) 358-0010 • mealsonwheelsnorthjersey.org 

 
September 21, 2020 
 
 
 
RE:  Jeffry Pearlman 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
Jeffrey Pearlman has assisted Meals on Wheels North Jersey by delivering meals on our Oakland 
Route for several years.   Jeff delivers once a month and has been dependable, reliable, and 
conscientious! He takes a day off from work (probably without pay) to drive. I know our clients 
appreciate the time he spends visiting them!  
 
It is a pleasure having him volunteer for us and we greatly appreciate his enthusiasm and willing 
heart and hands.   
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours truly,  
 
Jeanne E. Martin 
 
Jeanne E. Martin 
Executive Director 
jeanne@mealsonwheelsnorthjersey.org 
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20 Prospect Ave, #905 
Hackensack, NJ 07601 

C 9178640391 
T 2013360095 
F 2014570110 
bthowardmd@gmail.com 

BRANDON HOWARD, MD 
LLC

October 21, 2020 

Re: Jeff Pearlman 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I have known Mr Pearlman for four years.  He has a chronic degenerative spine condition which has been man-
aged for many years on narcotics.   He was referred to me by his Pain Management physician for an alternative 
to standard narcotics because he no longer wants to be dependent on them and he does not like the side effects.    
He was the first patient I have met that approached me with a plan to get clean.  And he was the first patient I 
have known that was successful breaking dependency on narcotics with the aid of medicinal marijuana.  I have 
to admit I was doubtful but he was determined and it was an interesting idea if it worked.  I spoke to him once 
during this process and he was experiencing the typical side effects of withdrawal from opioids, but the medicinal  
marijuana was helping him deal with the fevers, cramping, spasms, nausea, vomiting.  After 3 months he re-
turned to my office with new enthusiasm for the use of MM… that it really did help him break his dependence.  
He was really feeling much better on MM as a chronic pain relief modality.  As a result of his efforts, I wrote to the 
MMP in NJ about the potential use for the MM as a treatment for narcotic dependence in other patients.  It was 
about a year later that narcotic dependence was added as an indication for getting into the MM program.  Since 
then I have had many other patients successfully get off opiates.   

It is my sincere belief that Mr Pearlman has shown great character in his efforts to improve his life by suffering 
through the side effects of narcotics withdrawal and without his knowing any of this that I am sharing with you 
now, he was instrumental in helping others like him heal themselves of this terrible affliction which destroys lives, 
and usually ends up in death or incarceration.  I encourage you to consider his contribution to this medical com-
munity before judging him.   

Sincerely, 

Brandon Howard, MD BCIM 
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